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bite within an hour, some protection from their baneful
influence should be sought. And as they are all sup-
posed to be under the Manasa's control, she is worshipped
with divine honours. A day or two before the festival
mothers prepare a dish of rice and treacle, which is
placed before a pot of water under a village .tree or in
the homes. After being offered to the deity it is eaten
by mother and children, whom she hopes to protect
from snakes by this simple worship. At Manasa's
festival snake-charmers are called into requisition.
These men expose themselves to the bite of venomous
reptiles, pretending that their mantras, or charms render
them proof against poison. It may be that they have
been inoculated with it, or that the poison glands of
their snakes have been removed. Some of these men
are very skilful, and seem to be able to find snakes at
any time, and in any place. This festival is held at the
commencement of the rainy season. It is then that
snakes are driven out of their holes and are unusually
destructive of human life.

5. Bhadra.

In this month is only one great festival, viz. that of
the birth of Krishna. It is called Nandotsaba,thejoy of
Nanda, the adopted father of the great cowherd. In
describing this festival as it is observed at Puri,* we have
said all that is necessary. It is observed by all Vaish-
navas. Away from Puri there is one form that is not
practised there. After the religious rites are over, the
excited worshippers dig a hole in the yard before an
image of the deity, and pour in water, curds, turmeric,
etc. ; and, after plunging into this filthy mess, dance
and shout the praises of their god. They walk through
the streets in this state until they reach another tank
* See chapter on Pilgrimages.